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THE FIRST OF MAY.

Once more, millions of workers of all nations of the world will come
together on that date to loudly protest against the servitude which
they are still kept in. Once more, their speakers will denounce those
who have taken advantage of the people’s misery to take possession for
themselves of all that man needs to live upon and to work with. And,
once more, the worker, on returning from what is sure to be an 1mpos-
ing demonstration, will ask himself : ‘¢ How much nearer has the hour
of the workers’ emancipation from the leeches which devour them been
brought by such an imposing gathering ¥ What is to be done next 1n
order to bring that hour nearer to us, so that brighter times may shine
before our children and ourselves too ¢”

One thing is now certaic. The May Day demonstrations have 'created
and widely spread among the workers a feeling of common interest
and of solidarity, which knows no frontiers, no nations, no creeds, no
race. If, on the next First of May, a telegram could be read at the
thousands of workers’ gatherings which will be held on that day—a
telegram announcing that anywhere 1n the world, in Belgium or 1n
Austria, or in any part of the two Americas, the workers have taken
possession of the workshops or the mines, and have sent away the
owners of those mines and workshops—that the army has refused to
obey its chiefs and to dislodge the workers from what in truth and
justice belongs to them,—if such a telegram could be read, a unanimous
cry of victory would escape from the millions of workers’ breasts—a cry
which would make all those who live by the blood and sweat of the
workers tremble. Germans or Poles, Russians or Dutch, French or
Americans, whosoever they might be, they would be cheered to the
skies —those wha should give the signal of the Great War, not the war
between land and land, race and race, nation and nation, but the war
for the conquest of the land, the docks, the canals and railways, the
mines and the factories, the dwelling-houses and the storehouses by the
people—by those who live on that land, ran those railways, work 1n
those factories, dwell in those houses, and fill those stores with the work
of their hands. _

While the rulers breed hatreds from mnation to nation, while they
forge wars, in which they will build their riches out of the sufferings
of the millions : while in every line they write and every utterance
they make in public they sow the hatreds out of which future wars
may grow,—the workers in every nation of the world have gathered
round red flag of the May Day and have affirmed their readiness
to join hands. . .

More than anything else, more than even the International Working
Men’s Association, has the May Day contributed to awaken the feeling
of common interests, common slavery and the common enemy among
the toiling and laboring classes all over the world.

Som has been achieved. But this is not enough : more remains
to be done, and, if it is not done, all previous efforts will be labor lost.

The idea of a May Day holiday, which would be taken by the work-
ers, tm by the workers upon their masters, was not born among
the leaders of Socialist opinion. It was born within the masses the_m-
selves, chiefly among the American Knights of Labor. Their leading
idea was: “ Enough of sterile political agitation! Enough of playing
into the hands of Capital by aiding it to maintain the political power
which, in a State, unavoidably belongs to the rich!"” ' N

Politics, like creed, divides men : it never unites them. In politics

men divide into parties and chapels. They worship, each party its
heroes. In every small spot they passionately take up the cause of
this or that party leader. Rivalries between leaders become rivalries
between the workers. Names, individuals, come forward, and their
personalities, their names, overshadow-the _facbs,_ the conditions, the
common sufferings, the common aims. In politics men are ready
to fight for or aguinst a Gladstone or a Cleveland, while their interests
are at one when they face their common enemy—Capitalism,—which
redaces both of them to an equal misery. Like Papists and Lutherans,
High Church people and Nonconformists, Wesleyans and Methodists,
who hate each other more than any other two sets of men, so also
Tory and Liberal, Radical and Unionist, and all their countless sub-
divisions are emblems of discord—so long as they do not combine
against the masses; but a!l the workers, those who work with their hands
and carry on their shoulders those who do not work with their hands,
have common enemies in the twin brothers—Capital and State—to
whatever party or sect they may belong.
The American laborers fully understood this, and therefore they
made an appeal to their fellow-workers all over the world to abandon,
be it only-for one day in the year, all their divixions and to join hands
in one common move against the owners of Land and Capital.

War to them! was their leading idea And if, they thought, the
workers answer the call, the next move will be to declare that war in
the shape of the General Strike.

Let the rich see what they can do if, on one given day, we stop
work 1n all the workshops, abandon the railways, cease to load and
unload the ships,—when we cease to hammer for them, to spin for
them, to hew the coal for them, and so on.

Facts have proved since that the idea of an international universal
strike has much more in it than was supposed at first. Of course, un-
animity of action may not be attained; but it need not be attained
either, once some of the vital trades of each country show an approach
to unanimity. The Dockers’ Strike in London, the railway strikes in
America and the Belgian miners’ strikes, have shown to the blindest of
us what a strike sufliciently widespread brings with it : it paralyses all
industries ; it renders the cessation of work a necessity ; it spreads and
becomes general.

This was the primary aim of the May Day movement, and this it
must remain. All attempts at diverting that great and imposing econ-
omical, international movement into the shallow waters of mnational
and narrow party politics must be resisted by the workers. We have
enough of political party demonstrations, meetings and gatherings
Let one day, at least—the Workers’ Day—remain free from paity
drudgery. Let one day, at least, remain an emphatic attirmation —not
of this or that tactic in politics, but of the workers’ common interests
and common aspirations, to whatever party, nation, race, or creed they
may belong. Not of what divides, but of what unites them.

And if every worker, on leaving this day’s demonstration, should fully
understand the importance of a direct contest between Capital aud
Labor— not before the voting urn, but in the workshop, the mine, the
dock itseli—not for electing a ruler in Parliament, but for knowing
who will henceforward rule in the workshop and the mine itself—the cap-
wtal-grabber or the worker,—then we should not need many more May
Days to come before the master of the land, the workshop, the mine and
so on, wonld be he who has made the workshop with his hands and
gives to it and to the land, life—that is, the free woirker himself.

PITY THE POOR LANDLORDS!

This is the burden of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s (Sir Michael
Hicks Beach) speech on introducing the Budget. He quoted three in-
stances to prove that 1n some cases landlords were taxed on an assess-
ment exceeding the rent of some farms, and gave this as a reason for
relieving them from taxation to the extent of £1,500,000, with the
object of relieving distressed agriculture. #Whereupon, some of the
‘““advanced ”’ Radicals suggested that the whole burden of the taxes
should be divided between the farmers and the landlords. W hereas,
although the philanthropic Chancellor admitted that the laborers were
in & bad way—a large number of them starving from want of employ-
ment,—in spite of the fact that neither the farmers nor the landlords
could ever be worse off than the laborers, these ‘‘ representatives of the
people of a glorious empire,” meek and lowly followers of the gentle
Jesus were undisturbed by any thought that the lot of those poor devils
—the workers, whose efforts produced both rent and taxes—required
any amelioration whatever. -

Yet the present condition of the agricultural laborers is not much of
an improvement on that described by Kingsley in Yeast. They are
still a.fPraid to speak openly with a stranger for fear he might be an
emissary from the farmer or the squire. One can still read of them
being poisoned by sucking prepared eggs in a game preserve, or being
shot by gamekeepers when in search of food. They are still unable to
marry because the landlord will not permit a cottage to be built for
them or allow them to rent the land from which to gain their liveli-
hood. DBut we suppose they have not expressed a desire for better
things with sufficient emphasis—after the fashion of their pastors and
masters. They have not shot farmers or poisoned landlords or levied
tithes on the parson, backed by bludgeons and bayonets, otherwise
they might have had politicians coming forward with proposals for the
redress of their grievances, and their wishes would receive more atten-
tion and respect.

Sir Michael Hicks Beach also informed us that the surplus of over
four millions will be applied to a further increase of the Navy and to
meting the expense of exterminating the Matabele ‘‘ rebels” who dare
dizpute their territory with the pirantes of the Chartered South African
Company. We felt expecially gratified by the news that there was no
prospect of diminishing the National Debt for some yemrs to come;
80 that we shall be still able to pay our £10 1n taxes and, after invest-
ing our superfluoux hundreds in Consols, receive our £2 10 back In
interest. Gloria in ercelsis/ '
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NOTES.

AFFAIRS IN FRANCE.

M. Bourgeois’ ministry has come to an end after a brief and con-
temptible existence. This progressive ministry that with the aid of
the Socialists —the complacent, compromising political Socialists who
h we not once had the decency to raise their voices against Bourgeois’
treatment ot Kropotkine, or of the Young Turkish Party in Pans;—
this advanced ministry, we say, has disgraced itself more in the eyes of
honest folk than even its predecessors. Its attempts to purify political
life were a complete farce. Its intrigues with Russia and the ‘“Sublime
Porte” were as aisgusting as anything in the dark history of that
black art. listory will have to record that a republic that talked of
liberty, equality and fraternity, aided by so-called Socialists who preack
the emancipation of mankind, clasped hands with the ¢ unspeakable
Turk 7 1n bis etiorts to erush what little hope of progress might be
manttested i the publication of their paper, Mechveret, by the Young
Tuarkish Party. The French workers must have learned several im-
portant facts of late. For one thing, that whilst it was possible for
Kropotkin to lecture in Paris under past reactionary and opportunist
ministries, the Bourgeois “ ministry of progress,” supported by Socialist
Deputies, expelled him. For another thing, that politics bring them
nothing, absolutely nothing to relieve the burden of their lives; that
the government organ will always play them the same tune no matter
who turns the handle. It is a great gain for them to learn thiz truth,

and the political Socialists have certainly been doing their best to
teach 1t them.

STUPID ““ TATTLE.”

“Oh Justice, what absurdities are uttered in thy name!” must have been
the thought of all sensible persons who read the remarks on Anarchism
by ‘“ Tattler " 1n “the organ of the Social Democracy” for April 18.
We are not aware how many members of the S.D.F. take this person
seriously —probably just as few as have any regard for him personally.
However that may be, there is no discussing with an individual who
has no desire to be fair, and does not, as a matter of fact, possess the
necessary knowledge and good sense to make such discussion profitable.
But there are many members of the S.D.F. who are sincere, and who,
whilst rejecting Anarchism as ¢ impracticable,” nevertheless have the
common decency to admit the right of all of us to draw our own con-
clusions from the facts of life as we find them. Mo these the folly of
“Tattler’'s” personal spite will be obvious without any comment from
us. But we feel bound to ask the question, why have a Tattler at all
on a serious Journal like Justice? 'I'attlers always cause mischief ; and
this one has done enough harm in this respect to have earned for him-
self a good living on any society journal that thrives on such stuff. Or
if there must b: some clowning done to lighten the paper, at least choose
some one who has the true gift of humour. And, in any cas>, let
Tattler temenmber Hamlet’s advice: ¢ And let those thkat play your
clowns speak no more than is set down for them : for these be of them
that will themselves laugh to set on some quantity of barren spectators
to lnugh; though, in the meantime, some necessary question of the

play be t_hfm to be considered : that’s villainous, and shows a most pit-
iful ambition in the fool that uses it.”

INn THE INTERESTS OF CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILISATION.

All lovers of civilisation will rejoice to hear of the news of the great
tlaughter of the “ rebels” in South Africa by our “gallant” soldieis,
tho~e noble patriots who have gone out to Africa to uphold the glory
of the British Empire, as old Trapbois would say, “for n consideration.”
According to the reports to hand, three hundred Britons, armed only
with a few inxignifieant Maxim guns, scored a great victory over an

euvemy armed to the teeth with spears, assegais, obsolete rifles and other

formidable weapons. We learn that the loss to the “enemy” was enor-
mous, heaps of slain covering the field of battle, and the rivers running

red with blood. Being somewhat in the dark as to what erime the

‘“rebels” h:ul been committing to bring down upon themselves such a

termble vengennce, we made inquiries and find that thexe demornlised,
uneducated, barbarous savages hud actually dared to defend their homes
and famnlies agninst the inrond= of tho-e pioux, tender-hearted burbar— -
—no, no, I mean civilised— gentlemen who are known as the British

South African Company. Those wild untutored savages, not possessing
dictionaries r :ot know the diffeyence between stealing and annexing
when the ﬁ.’ .C. “annexed ” their land and forty per cent of -their
cattle, and, imagining that it was being stolen and not merely annexed,
they were ginful enough to oppose those pioneers of Christianity and
civilisation. Hence, in the interest of progress it has been found
necessary to exterminate them.

Whilst this wholesale killing is going on in Africa, a little retail
killing business has been carried on at Muswell Hill and Whitechapel ;
but the persons implicated in these matters are being hnnted down and
brought to justice by the myrmidons of the law. This leads one to
conclude that killing on a small scale illegal and altogether wrong,
whilst killing on a scale is not only lawful but commendable.
This is a funny world! How man’s Jaws differ from those of Nature!

MEeERrRCY FOR MILLIONAIRES!

Four of the ringleaders of the “ Reform Committee” in Johannes-
burg—their names are of no consequence—have been sentenced to death
and, of course, reprieved. Kruger is just as knowing as the people
with whom he is fencing, and knows how to play his cards. It may
have been noticed, however, with what hypocritical cries of “humanity”
the capitalist press begged for their lives before the commutation be-
came known. Wae do not wish to sce them shot or imprisoned for the
matter of that, but it must be remembered these men are rebels accord-
ing to their own laws;—not rebels like the Anarchists who revolt
against robbery and injustice and make their sacrifice in the cause of
humanity, but mercenaries of the vilest description, whose rebellion
means a closer binding of the chains of the capitalist class on the un-
happy workers. Already these thieves had the privilege of calling
£12,000,000 of capital “theirs.” To add still more to their stolen
hoards life might be sacrificed to any extent. They are beneath con-
tempt, and only the Social Revolution could do them justice.

KEEPING THE PEACE.

Those nice people who would like to have London so quiet and res-
pectable without altering the conditions which make it what it 1s are
forming an association for the suppression of street noises, and have
opened their campaign by summoning a street musician named Howard.
This brought a letter to the Chronicle, rigned *‘ Costermonger,” in which
the writer very wittily points out that, besides suppressing the milk-
man, the coster and the organ grinder, they will have to suppress “dogs
barking, cats mewing, donkeys braying, horses neighing, cocks crowing
and babies squalling in the streets.” So the amiable fidgets who, as
usual, want everything their own way seem to have their work cut out.
‘“ We are told we disturb the sick and the dying and suffering humanity,”
adds Costermonger, “but where is the suffering to be found but in the
slums, where they have no pianos and the organ-grinder is welcome to
cheer them up, and where the voice of the coster is always welcome
with his choice and cheap fruits?” Here be truths indeed! But the
final touch is given in a little poem that Costermonger has composed,
two lines of which run:

The stout policeman warmly clad,
The costermonger within his grasp.
The Clhironicle comments upon the matter and concludes: * Govern-
ment, at the best, is but a stepmother. Here, at least, 18 a field where
even a Socialist might suffer a little wholesome anarchy.” “Wholesome

anarchy ” is decidedly good. ¥ We thank the Chronicle for teaching us
that name.

CHRISTIANITY & BARBARISM.

Let us cast a backward glance over the foregoing chapters and mark

‘what lesson they teach us.

They show us a people, highly gifted by nature, which used. to live
happily, and, in spite of its faults, stood at a high moral standpoint.
But our civilization. our missions and our commereial products have
reduced its m:aterial conditions, its morality and its social order to a
state of such melancholy decline that the whole race seems doomed to
destruction.

And yet, as we have seen, it has been more kindly and considerately
dealt with than any other people under similar conditions. Is not
this a serious warning for us? And if we look aronnd among other
primitive peoples, do we not find that the result of their coptact with
European civilization and Christianity has everywhere been .the samse ¢

What has become of the Indians? What of the once haughty
Mexicans or the highly gifted Incas of Peru? Where are the abor-
igives of Tasmania and the pative races of Australia? Soon there
will not be a single one of them left to raise an accusing vqice against
the race which has brought them to destruction. And Africa? Yes,
it, to0o, i8 to be Christianized ; we have already begun to plunder it, and
if the Negroes are not more tepacious of life than the other races, they
will doubtless go the same way when once Christianity comes upgn
them with all its colors flying, Yet we are in no way deterred, amnd
are ever ready with high-sounding phrases nbout bringing to the .poor
savages the blessings of Christianity and civilization. -

If we look at the missions of to-day, do we not almost everywhere
learn the same lesson ? Take, for instance, a people like the Chinese,
standing on a high level of civilization, and, therefore, one would sup-
pose, all the better fitted to receive the new doetrine.. One of the
most enlightened mandarins in China, Limself a: Christinn and educated
at European universities, writes in the North China Dasly News an
article alogt the missionaries and their influence, in which, among
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other things, he says : “ Is it not an open secret that it is omly the
meanest, most helpless, most ignorant, necessitous and disreputable
among the Chinese who have been aud are what the missionaries call
¢converted’? I ask whether it cannot be proved that these converts
—men who have thrown away the faith of their childhood, men who
are forbidden by their teachers to show any sympathy, or indeed any-
thing but contempt, for the memories and traditions of our ancient
history-——whether it cannot be proved that these men, as soon as they
have had to relinquish the hope of worldly gain, have shown themselves
to be worse than the worst of the common Chinese rabble? The mis-
gionaries are ready enough to tell their hearers that the mandarins are
a parcel of idiots who believe in heavenly portents and all such nonsense,
while the very next day they will probably be telling the same listeners
that the sun and moon stood still at the command of the Hebrew gen-
eral, Joshua!” As to the alleged beneficence of the mission towards
the natives in the way of relieving poverty and misery, the writer asks:
“Can it be shown that this assistance affords even the barest equivalent
for the money which the Chinese Government has to pay for the pro-
tection of the missionaries ? 1 believe that the interest alone of these
immense sums would be sufficient to support a mueh larger staff of
skilful European doctors and nurses. Let it be shown what proportion
of the millions which compassionate people in Kurope and America
subscribe for the China missions really goes .to the relief of misery.
Let it be shown how much goes to the support of the missionaries and
their wives and children, to the building of their fine houses and sana-
toriums, to postage and paper for their voluminous rose-colored reports,
to the expenses of their congresses and many other things...... [s 1t
not an open secret that the whole mission is nothing but a charitable

foundation for the benefit of unemployed persons in Europe and
America?”

He further asks whether it is not notorious that the missionaries,
“with their high opinion of their own infallibility, are cften intrusive
and arrogant and apt to mix themselves up, with self-imposed authority,
in matters that do not concern them? If any one doubts that the

missionaries, taken as a whole, are inclined to these vices, let him study
and note the tone and spirit of their own writings.”

This account of matters forcibly reminds us, in many particulars, of
what we have just seen in Greenland. The main difference is that
when the Chinese offer resistance to the missionaries who come among
them uninvited, they are not simply cuffed and flogged. Recognizing the
evils that threaten them, they beg the foreign Powers, in the interest
of China as well as of America and Europe, to recall the missionaries ;
and, having begged in vain, they then try to expel them by force;
whereupon those gentlemen, who have come to preach the gospel of

eace, call upon their governments for protection, and are supported

)y guuboats and troops whé direct a destructive fire of shells and grape

shot upon the natives and secure for the pious missionaries a sanguinary
compensation for the harm done to their goods and gear, as though 1t

had never been written : ‘“ Provide neither gold nor silver nor brass in
your jurses ' (Matthew, x., 9).

In all this we recognize the race which, when China sought to pro-
tect itself against the ruinous opium poison, forced it, by means of a
bloody war, to open its harbours to.the noxious traffic in order that
Europeans might. grow rich while the Chinese social fabric was being
undermined —from first to last a piece of such shameless scoundrelism
that no language has words adequate to describe it. The Eskimos, un-
fortunately, do not seem to be so far wrong in thinking the Europeans
a corrupt and dishonorable race, which ought to come to Greenland 1n
order to learn morals.

But do not the missions elsewhere produce better results? Scarcely.
Statistics have recently been publiched as to crime in India, which cast
grave doubts upon the benefits resulting from missionary entelprise.
As to Africa I can find no statistics, but from all I can learn it appears
that there, too, the results of the mission are nothing to boast of.
African travellers are, I believe, unanimous in declaring that the native
converts to Christianity are by no means those whom they prefer to
take into their service or to rely upon iu any way. And Norway, too,
contributes 1ts hundreds of thousands of kioner (crowns, the Ariner
being equal to 1/11) yearly to the missions both in Africa and India.
Have we so much superfluous wealth that we cannot employ this money
to better advantage at home? The desire to help thexe poor savages,
whom we have never seen and whose needs we do not know, ix no doubt
a noble aspiration ; but I wonder whether it would not be nobler still
to help the thousands of unfortunates whose necessities we have daily
before our eyes? Since we are bent on doing good works, why mnot
begin with those nearest to us? Then, when all at home were beyond
the need of assistance, it would be time enough to look abroad and 1n-
quire whether theire are not elsewhere others who need our help.
Charity begius at home. I am by no means arguing that all missionary
euterpimse must nicessarily be hurtful’; it ['am of opinion that, in
order to be really beneficent, it must fulfil conditions which in our
time, aire aliwont beyoud attainment. In the first place, it demands
such a nfimber of noble, seli sacrificing and altogether remarkable men
as we caunot hope to fiud ail ut one time. Qune may come to the front,
perhaps two or thhee ; but there can be no steady supply of them. And
then we must rememl er that r0o many evil influences follow in the
wake of a, meston, that the most ideal missionaries can neither hold
them aloof nor repair the damage they do to the natives. So the re-
Ault i~ always the e in the end, |

Are we never, then, to open our eyes to what we are really doing ?
Q_ught not atl tive friendsx of b mmnnity, f on polﬂ to pOlB, to ralse 8

unanimous snd crurhing | rotest J-‘aimt »1l these abuses, against this
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self-righteous and scandalous treatment of our fellow creatures of an.

other faith and at another stage of civilization?

The time will come when posterity will sternly condemn us; and
these abuses, which we now hold consistent with the fundamental prin-
ciples of Christianity, will be branded as profoundly immoral. Morulity
will then have so far developed that men will no longer consider them-
selves justified in swooping down upon the first primitive people that
comes in their way, in order to satisfy their own religious vanity and
to do ‘““‘good works” which shall minister to their self-complacency, but
which may or may not be beneficial to the race in question. 'Then
only competent and in every sense well equipped people will take upon
themselves to study the life and civilization of another race in order to
see whether it needs our assistance, and, if so, in what way it can best
be accorded ; and if the result of the inquiry 18 to show that we can
do them no good, they will be left alone. But before that time comes,
most of such races, even of those which now survive, will have been
swept awav. (From Kskimo Life, by Fridtjof Nansen.)

INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

Nothing of a very striking character can be recorded this mouth., We are
80 used, in these tiwmes, to wholesale wurder that the revolt of the Matabele,
only a few years ago an independent prople, now robbed of their land, their
property, and personally ill-treated and insulted by the ageunts of Chartered
shareholders, creates any iuterest only so far as the personal health and
well-being of those very humane slavedrivers, the white population ot Mata-
beleland, are concerned. Again, the atruggle of the Dervishes, the Abyssin-
ians and the Cubaus for their independence is exclusively viewed by the mass
of the people with capitalistic eyer, demanding the subjugation of those in-
domitable races that they may be tleeced without giviug any trouble to the
‘““ pioneers of civilisation,” or whatever name the bands of capitalist thieves
and their hangers-on who invade those couuntries may adopt. The Armenians
also are almoat forgotten, and Republican Frauce has just expelled the
Turkish revolutionists of the Meckveret (a Turkish refugecs’ paper) at the
bidding of the Turkish ambassador.

Condunental persecution of Auarchists is continuing, and Eugland keeps
pace by her recent refusal to release our Walsall comrades. The new Portu-
guese Aunti-Aparchist law is a unique speciinen in its way. Auy one who
in any way approves of “acts subversive of the social ord. r” will be impns-
oned for s1x months and afterwards transported to a colony over sea; by
article 4 the press is forbidden *“to discuss Anarchist facts or acts, or to give
the slightest information about police raids and the debates i1n trials of
Anarchiste.” Seventy comrades are in prison aud subject to bodily ill-treat-
ment reminding us of the Barcelona horrors. Three hundred and forty
policemen have been added to the police force of Lisbon—to give employ-
ment to the lowest scum of the ‘“‘criminal classes,” we suppose, who are
neareat to the heart of the rulers of Portugal

Lorion, whom we mentioned lately, has, after nearly ten months of agony,
had his sentence of death commuted into one of five years’ solitary confiie-
ment—a slow death instead of a quick one. La Sociale of April 12 publishes
a letter from this comrade to his lawyer, in which he describes his suffering-:
each morping he listeus for any noices outside his cell which would an-
nounce to him the erection of the guillotine, aud after hours of menral
aguny he fiuds that he has twenty-four hours more to live, and next morn-
ing the same »unxious li:tening and expectation begin, and this went on
from May until February. Iu this letter it is incidentally mentioned thart,
already 1 1892, an attempt was made to goad the Anarchist convicts at
Cayenne into revolt by means of a fictitivuas plot, ete., which finally succeeded
in October 1894.

Our Belgian comrades started an agitation for the release of Jules Muineau,
sentenced in 1892 to 25 years penal servitude, another yictim of police aua
judges and one of the noblest men in the movement. La Debacle Sociale, of

arch 25, gives full particulars.

Slowly but surely large bodies of workingmen give up their belief in par-
lhamentary methoda. Says D jeante, a French Socialist M.P.| to au inrter-
viewer, “There exists at present in all groups of workers a current wlich
we would like to turn back, but which seecms to be overflowing all dykes
in spite of our efforts ; namely, the hatred of parliamentarisin, of represeut-
ation for lawmaking.” *‘“The workers do not cry, ‘Down with the Senate!’
(*Down with the House of Lords’ we may aubstitute), as it i3 believed, but
‘Down with the members of parliament!—down with all of them without
distinction !’............ This is the Anarchist doctrine in all its beauty,” thi«
Socinlist M.P. woefully adds. We can do nothing to soothe his grief; it is
as he saye. Perhaps he may find cousolation in the company of his fellow-
member, Chauvin (of whom we spoke last month), when he will have got
his rifle ; for an Auarchist meeting at Rheims proposed to open a subscrip-
tion to present this person with a rifle that he might start on his shooting
business at once (he bad declared at a Parisa meecting that the first act of
trinmphant Socialism would be the wholerale shooting of Anarchists).

Pietro Gori is making a long stay at San Francisco, lecturing and debating
with opponents before crowded audiences, also organising performances of his
Anarchist plays—one of which, Primo Maggio (The First of May), was re-

cently published at Bairre, Vermount. The Canti Anarchici, published last
summer in London, ha: also been published at New York (Canti Rovilu-

tionary Anarchici—an Anarchist songbook). Oun the other side of the Amer-
ican continent John Turner is beginning a lecturing tour. America, the
land of “Triumphant Democracy,” sorely needs an awakening.  In the last
Firebrarnd we read: *“In Ocala, Florida, men are arrested fur simply being
ut of work aud sentenced to the State turpentine faron............ %acll day
they are#iven a task that is bey. nd their strength, and when night cowmes
they are flogged for not haviug accomplished it. Tuey are fed on gold corn-
bread and bacon, aud sleep-on the fluer with only ene blauket to cover two
and sometimea three men.” This is “State productive work for the vnem-
ployed V' the Firebrand remarks. | | |

The Swiss railway wotkers made ready for a general strike to Legin on

March 1; 1hey were in earnest, and at the l«st moment th: companies gave
in and granted their demands. The politicians are jealous of this success
won without their iuterference. The Vienna firewen’s strike collapsed.
The strikers were locked out and replaced by former firemen, now small
mudicipal eivil servanis {their veward afier their service as firemen) and by
apldiers. This ehows the consequences of State and communal ownership

el
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in la) yge spheres of production, etc., which creates blacklegs, thvse men being
forced by fear of losing their apparently permanent situations to fight their
fellow workers. Large masses of State employees are powerless unless
absolutely unanimous, because otherwise one part of them is always played
off against another part and they mutually neutralize and anunihilate their
efforts to better their condition. Another glory of State Socialism, indeed !

New PusLicaTioNns.—Coumrade Pouget, ouly just released from prison,
and F. Peclloutier, of the independent Bourse du Travail, announce their
intention of publishing an Auarchist daily paper, at Paris. If we except
the P’roductor of Barcelona, during a short period in 1887 and the German
paper of A. Spies of Clicago and, of course, Proudhon’s papers about 1848,
this will be the first serious daily paper in Europe ; and we hope it may
succeed 1n evading the daiger besetting daily papers—the predominaunce of
routine journalism over rerious propaganda. It will be called La Claneur
(Clamwour ), and subscribers are wanted for 500 shares of £4 each.

Les Temps Nouveauxr is preparing two new pawphlets—the edition of
Kropotkin’s undelivered lecture at Paris and of Reclus’ Anarchy (published
in the paper i1u May last); also an album of 30 drawings by well known
French artists hke Maxumilien Luce, Steiuler, etc., the first drawing (by
Luce) to be published this month, price one shilling. From the Pére Peinard,
La Soc ale and the ‘““ young reviews,” and occasionally the Nouveau Monde
and the Chambard (in its tirst period), the peculiar style of modern French
artists of the progressive echool is generally known, and this undertaking
ought to be supported. We may here recall an album of another kiud
— Paris sous la Commune (Paris during the Commune), a reproduction of
photographs of buildings, streets, rcenes of life and portraits connected with
the Commmune, an impressive illustration of this great revolution (published
in 1895, 1u 26 parts).

NEw Paprers —Le I'ére Duchiéne, Paria; An-Archie, Amsterdam, replacin
the old Duich dnarc' 1v8'. FEl Persequido, believed to be dead, has reappeareg
after being interiupted for some time. Buenos Asres is the town where
most Anarchist papers are published to-day,—cighr, at least, in three
langvuvnges.

Lombroso y los Anarquistas. Refutation por R. Mella, Barcelona, Ciencia
Social, 1896, 119 pager. Ricardo Mella refutes the presumptuous and super-
ficial book, Gli Anarchici, by Cesare Lombroso (Torino, 1884, 95 pages).
Lombroso proceeds, in our opinion, when dealing with political “criminals”
(in bis large book and in this small hastily compiled tract), with astonishingly
careless, reckless superticiality, #bich makes his results unsafe to build upon
even for those who would agre¢ with his principles, which are being more
and more rejected the closer they are examined. He purports to investigate
the life and character of persond active 1n political struggles in all periods of
Listcry, a tark impossible beforehand owing to the scarcity and, too often,
worthleaasness of our sources of information. Hence, nearly every fact which
he rapidly excerpts from books of reference is likely to be modified or re-
jected altogether by one who makes the particular subject a special study ;
and upon these secondband scraps of information he pretends to construct
scientific theories and to arrive at valuable conclusirn:s! He would prob-
ably send away any one of his students who was as iguorant of auatomy or
physiology as he is of the principles of Anarchy, and being thus on a level
~ _with most people who.,__ng,;j]_lﬁ?ow, have written books ou Anarchism, he
wrote his pitiful bock which Mella now tears to pieces. '
to be judged by bhis ignorance of Auarchiam it ie doomed ; but we will
admit 1 his favor thar, as we just said, people who write against Anarchiam
have the privilege, so to speak, of being ignorant of their subject.

Cheap reprints of Fod and the State and of The Commune of Paris (Kro-
Eotkim-) and An Anarchist on Anarchiy (Reclus), both in one pamphlet,

a

ve been published iu Liberty Lilrary by comrade Fulton of Columbus

Junetion, Iowa, who proposes to publish similar pamphlilets every month,

price twopence-halfpenny.
* »

CORRESPONDENCE.

CoMRADEsS—]I sincerely hope that W. Banham when he proposes that a confer-
ence of Anarchists should be held, is not trying to satirise our democratic friends.
I can hardly imagine that he is serious in his proposal when I come to consider
that so many comrades cannot find time, or say they cannot find time, to turn up
at the Parks or street-corners on Sunday to hold meetings. If this is so, how
can they find time to travel to the Midlands in order to talk among themselves.
It scems to me that too many *‘ comrades ’’ think that all that is necessary to
propagate the ideas of Anarchism is to talk big and meet other comrades and
quibble over such abtruse and unimportant subjects as ‘‘Art under Anarchy”’,
or, ‘““‘How to regulate the water supply after the revolution.’”” Since there has
been so much twaddle going on about congresses and organisation there has been
a remarkable decline in the amount of out-door propaganda done; and what has
been done has fallen on the shoulders of two or three. What is the use of these
congresses? Is it to enable one or two people to put on airs and talk ‘““in the
name of the Anarchists of such and such a town;’’ or is it to still further waste
the money that should be devoted to a better cause. If there are a few comrades
who want to display their energies there will be a fine opportunity on the First
of May as banner bearers will be wanted, as will also literature distributors,
and—subscribers to the propaganda fund. ‘*Another group give irrefutable
arguments to show the necessity of starting a weekly paper. '’ Dothey! When
they can give ** irrefutablearguments ’’ to show that they can support a monthl
paper, then we might commence to consider the idea of starting a weekly.
could give many reasons to show the advisability of starting a daily paper, but
unfortunately there ia one little obstacle in the way—ouly a minor detail per-
haps—but still it will have to be considered, and that is how to convince comrades
that it is necessary to put thair hands a little deeger into their pockets first.

Aund now in conclusion let me say that it would be far better for people, if,
into print on the matter of congresses, they looked around
‘‘the man in the street’’ what we mean

instead of rushing _
and did a little more towards teaching

by Anarchism, we have not to talk to ourselves, who are already convinced of

the truth of the doctrine of Anarchism, buc to talk to outsiders who know no-
thing whatever of our ideas. EuNesT R. H. YoUxo.

THE STATE & THE CHIILILDREN.

Children have often been compared
universally admitted that the heart that is not softened by the suffer-
inge of children is well-nigh outside the pale of humanity. Since the

days when Dickens brought Bumble to the bar of public opinion there

has been no such scathing condemnation of State officiali .m in its deal-
ings with children as that which appears in the lately published report

If his science is “ State

‘advocate and participate in a vigorous propagan
‘uation of this very wrongs.e. government. Nothing more illogical in thought,

to “olive branches,” and it is

May, 1896,
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of the Poor Law Schools Committee. Here‘ indeed, is food for reflec-
tion over the doings

of the State,—a Christian State, a State which
endows churches to preach the words, ‘“Suffer little children to come
unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Rather it should
preach : ** Little children that come unto me shall be made to suffer;
for the State is the kingdom of hell.” A hell, indeed, must life be in
the barrack-school, a hell for the weak, the helpless, the unoffending.

We propose to briefly point out how this report condemns the State
out of its own mouth, how the reforms suggested are all in the direction
of Anarchism ; and then to ask on what grounds, either of expediency
or of humanity, can Socialists demand that our lives and liberties shall
be still further entrusted to the care of this hydra-headed and insatiable
devourer of mankind.

Three catastrophes led to the appointment of the committee of in-
quiry—the fire at Forest Gate Schools in 1889, in which 26 boys were
suffocated i1n their beds because no one gave a thought to unlock the
dormitory door; the poisoning with putrid meat at the same schools in
1893, by which two children lost their lives and 148 showed symptoms
of ptomaine poisoning; and the cruelties pmactised by Nurse Gillespie,
who had charge of the infants at Brentwood schools.

The committee once appointed, it was not long before the disgusting
and inhuman methods employed in State-organised barrack-schools
manifested themselves on all hands. Here i8 a brief description of the
everyday life of the children : “ For the individual child it is a blank
and featureless life—a life of stern discipline, no holidays, very rare
walks or treats in the country, and quite insufficient provision for play.
The victuals are weighed out in regulation quantities; and there 1is
plenty of them, so that the average child does well enough. If he is
above or below the average he may go hungry or over-eat himself. It
1s hfe by clockwork.” No one will be surprised to hear the result of
all this ‘““law and order.” Thus Dr. Littlejohn testifies: ‘“They cannot
be individualised, but are apt to run ip one groove; and those who
enter the schools with marked characteristics lose them little by little
and tend to become as the others.” Miss Hrodie Hall points out that
‘“one of the reasons of this dulness is that tilarge numbers necessitate

an undegirable infringement of the child's l:b8rty. We have not space
to go into the details of all the sufferings &f these r children—of
the cruelties of Nurse Gillespie and the likeg of her, with all sorts of
refinement of torture from incessant caningd to the reducing of the in-
fants day by day to ‘“such straits for want of drinking water that they
drank from puddles and water-closets ;” of she frightful prevalence of
opthalmia owing to overcrowding, bad lightﬁi bad ventilation ; of the
widespread contamination of the girls more ‘e ially, owing to bad
habits contracted under such morbid conditions;—all these things go to
ke up what the Chronicle calls a “tremend Pﬂ.am,@d.ﬂwcm”
tgﬂsc%bola. Weleave these for the reader to digest, only adﬁfhﬁg
that, no matter what Democrats may say, there can be no possible

- modification of the State which produces these and a thousand other
evils : it must be abolished.

TOM MANN ON ANARCHISM.

On Sunday, April 5th, Tom Mann delivered a lecture upon Socialism, Anarch-
ism and Communism, in Holborn Town Hall, to a yery crowded audience.

He justly defined a Socialist as one who did not believe in monopoly of any
description, and Socialism as a condition of society where no monopoly of an
kind prevailed and where all were free to work and.obtain the necessaries of life
in return. He then explained that there were many kinds of Socialism : there
was Collectivist Socialisin, Communist Socialism and Anarchist Socialism or
Communism. Communist Socialism he defined as free access to all raw material
and freedom to produce any necessary commodities, combined with a free distri-
bution of the same. Anarchist Communism was then defined as the acceptance
of Communism without the existence of any outside authority to decide or en-
force any particular set of arrangements which must become binding upon the
community : in a word, the Aunarchist believes in living above the law.

Mann's {ecture was clear ; he emphatically declared that the violence commit-
ted in the name of Anarchism was insignificant compared with the violence
committed by governments in the name of humanity. He them distinctly de-
clared Annrc{ist Communism in principle to be the antithesis of violence, and
fnlly recognized in Anarchist Communism a really true advanced Socialism.

In this age moral courage seems so scarce that we hardly know whether to
thank Mann for his impartial definition of Anarchist Communism and his very
fair commentary thereon, but we must confessy that the 1. L. P. in contra-distinc-
tion to the S.D.F. has always met us on our merits and presented an unuprejudiced
front when discusssion has arisen. |

One very discouraging (almost) unprincipled policy is evident with Mann as
with other leading State Socialists throughout Europe, anditis this: they recognise
the evils of government, and its admitted wronﬁ, yet accompanied with this they

a aiding and abetting the perpet-

inconsistent in conduct, and insincere in appearance could possibly garb any

intelligent section of persons.
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kers on the Anarchist platform, Labor Day, May 1..—E. Leggatt,

Spea
J. C. Kenworthy, F. Kitz, Louise Michel, E. Young, K. Malatesta,

J. Presberg, F. Rocker, T. Pearson, S. Roland, C. Caplan C. T. Quinn.
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